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ABSTRACT
This article aims to present a historiographical evaluation of the research re-
garding tobacco in the Russian Empire, from seventeenth century Muscovy until 
1917. The studies about tobacco embrace issues related to governmental poli-
cies and the appropriate legislation, the regions of cultivation, centres of trade, 
and prosopography, among others. The article has the following objectives: to 
outline the periodisation of the tobacco studies, to reveal the works of Russian 
Imperial, Soviet, contemporary Russian and foreign scholars, to expose the 
main topics of the research carried out, and set out approximate directions for 
future research.
Keywords:  tobacco, Russian Empire, Muscovy, historiography.
RESUMEN
El objetivo de este artículo es presentar un balance historiográfico de la inves-
tigación sobre el tabaco en el Imperio Ruso, desde la Moscovia del siglo XVII 
hasta 1917. Los estudios sobre el tabaco abarcan los temas relacionados con 
las políticas gubernamentales y la legislación apropiada, las regiones de culti-
vo, centros de comercio y prosopografía entre otros. El documento persigue los 
siguientes objetivos: esbozar la periodización de los estudios sobre el tabaco, 
revelar los trabajos de los eruditos imperiales rusos, soviéticos, rusos contempo-
ráneos y extranjeros, exponer los temas principales de la investigación realiza-
da y establecer direcciones aproximadas para futuros trabajos.
Palabras clave: tabaco, Imperio ruso, Moscovia, historiografía.
* All the translations from Russian and Ukrainian into English, as well as the responsibility for the 
possible mistakes, are mine.
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RESUM
UN BALANÇ HISTORIOGRÀFIC SOBRE EL TABAC A L'IMPERI RUS
L’objectiu d’aquest article és presentar un balanç historiogràfic de la recerca 
sobre el tabac a l’Imperi rus, des de la Moscòvia del segle XVII fins el 1917. 
Els estudis sobre el tabac abasten els temes relacionats amb les polítiques go-
vernamentals i la legislació apropiada, les regions de conreu, els centres de 
comerç i prosopografia entre d’altres temes. El text tracta d’assolir els següents 
objectius: fer una proposta de la periodització dels estudis sobre el tabac, ficar 
de relleu els treballs dels erudits imperials russos, soviètics, russos contempora-
nis i estrangers, exposar els temes principals de la recerca realitzada i establir 
direccions aproximades per a futurs treballs.
Paraules clau: tabac, Imperio rus, Moscovia, historiografia.
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introduCtion
Currently, the Russian Federation is 
the world’s third-largest market for to-
bacco products, behind China and 
the USA, ruled by the transnation-
al tobacco companies (GILMORE, 
2009; ZARUBOVA ROSS, SHARIFF 
& GILMORE, 2008: 26). Russia is 
in the top-10 list of countries1 whose 
citizens smoke tobacco from the 
age of 15 and upwards; 41.5% in 
2005 and 39.3% in 2016 (RITCHIE 
& ROSER, 2020). Given this, tobac-
co represents a source of replenish-
ment of state taxes2 and offers job 
vacancies in agriculture and trade, 
contributing positively to economic 
growth. However, excessive tobacco 
use negatively affects national popu-
lation health, leads to the develop-
ment of diseases, increases mortality 
rates, and places an additional bur-
den on the country’s health system 
(ZARUBOVA ROSS, SHARIFF & GIL-
MORE, 2008: 4–20, 32). 
As Shirokova and Skul’skaya 
(2016) underline, after the dissolu-
tion of the Soviet Union, the farming 
of tobacco in the Russian Federa-
tion underwent a complete decay 
and mostly depends on the acqui-
sition of raw materials and other 
substances for cigarette production 
abroad. Considering the dimension 
of the tobacco market and the cur-
rent state of the Russian tobacco 
industry, the studies of its history 
are indispensable. Therefore, it is 
particularly important to examine 
the roots of tobacco treatment in 
the Russian Empire,3 as well as to 
trace the historiography regarding 
this crop.
1 The top-10 countries in 2016 are: Kiribati, Montenegro, Greece, Timor, Nauru, Indonesia, 
Russia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, and Chile.
2 Tobacco revenues consisted in 28.9 billion of roubles or 27% of the revenue from excise taxes 
collected on the sale of automobile fuel, alcohol, and tobacco, or 0.13% of GDP in 2005.
3 The state-of-the-art tobacco studies during the Soviet period are omitted due to the limited size 
of this article and the intensity of the topic, which is the theme of the prospective paper.
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Tobacco, a colonial product from 
America, spread to Muscovy in the 
sixteenth century, contributing to the 
Europeanisation of tobacco (GOOD-
MAN, 1993:54), and, simultane-
ously, from China, through the new-
ly-affiliated Siberian territories (MO-
NAHAN, 2009: 61–82). In Imperial 
Russia, tobacco legislation, tax poli-
cy, cultivation allocation, production, 
and trade are closely related to the 
dynamics of the recently incorporat-
ed territories and, consequently, dif-
ferent social groups and nationalities 
(YÁNYSHEV-NÉSTEROVA, 2019). 
This article pursues the following 
objectives. First, it aims to outline 
the periodisation of the tobacco 
studies, linked, in case of the na-
tional scholars, to the economic de-
velopment of the country. Thus, the 
paper lists in chronological order 
the works of the Imperial, Soviet, 
contemporary Russian, and for-
eign scholars. Second, it attempts 
to expose the main topics of the 
investigation, and third, to set forth 
approximate directions for future 
research with the indications of the 
primary sources’ allocation. 
StudieS oF ruSSian imperiaL SChoL-
arS, From the eighteenth Century to 
1917
The 1762 decree of Catherine the 
Great replaced the monopoly of to-
bacco and paved the way to free 
tobacco cultivation and commerce. 
As a direct consequence of the fa-
vourable legislation and territori-
al expansion with an appropriate 
climate for tobacco growing, the 
Russian trade statistics registered 
tobacco export from the first third 
of the nineteenth century (VALETOV, 
2017). 
In general terms, in the mid-nine-
teenth century, the Russian Empire 
was characterised as a backward 
agrarian country, where wheat 
and rye represented a considera-
ble share of export commodities. 
The ‘Development of Capitalism in 
Russia’ (LENIN, 1899) began firmly 
after the serfs’ emancipation reform 
in 1861, and the government prac-
tised a protectionist policy to keep 
the nascent, as said by Alexander 
Hamilton (1791), national industry.
Russian Imperial scholars involved 
in tobacco research occupied pub-
lic service positions or belonged to 
the aristocracy and large landown-
ers’ class. They drew attention to 
the comparative history of tobac-
co in Russia and other European 
countries, legislation, tariff policies, 
studies of cultivation regions, and 
elaboration of the handbook over 
tobacco farming. The major ideas 
laid in the sphere of tobacco’s ap-
pearance, production, and benefits’ 
income for the treasure, reflect the 
main policies of the state. 
Thus, Chulkov (1786, 1855), a 
state-employee of the Department 
of Commerce, published the histo-
ry of tobacco regulation in Russia 
from the sixteenth century to 1762, 
broadly using primary documents 
from the Senate Archive and the 
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Complete Collection of Laws of the 
Russian Empire. Ragozin (1871), a 
Moscow noble, and economist, stat-
istician, and publicist by profession, 
dedicated his work on tobacco and 
its taxes in the Russian Empire. His 
publication is especially valuable, 
as it represented some quantitative 
data regarding recovered tobacco 
taxes, expressed in monetary units 
from 1839 to 1869; information on 
the number of planters and planta-
tions for 1868; and cigarettes and 
papirosy4 production from 1862 
to 1869, recovered from the Ex-
cise Duty Management Department 
(Upravlenie Aktsiznymi Sborami) or 
General Directorate of Consolidated 
Fees and Treasury Sales (Glavnoye 
upravleniye neokladnykh sborov i 
kazennoi prodazhi pitei) under the 
Ministry of Finance (RASKIN, 2001).
Grumm-Grzhimaylo, a descendent 
of the impoverished noble family 
(GRUMM-GRZHIMAYLO, 2014) be-
gan his public career in the Ministry 
of Finance, and later, worked in the 
Ministry of Justice. He contributed to 
the chapter in the tobacco industry 
edition with an overview of the var-
ious branches of the tobacco manu-
facturing industry (GRUMM-GRZHI-
MAYLO, 1863:213–373). His mas-
terpiece embraced the following 
problems: the history of tobacco 
appearance, the initial and current 
regions of cultivation, some aspects 
regarding excise policy, and the re-
cent state of the Russian tobacco in-
dustry. Grumm-Grzhimaylo argued 
that despite the laborious process 
of tobacco breeding, its cultivation, 
further processing, and selling, it 
could be a beneficial business, es-
pecially in the southern regions of 
the Empire. Finally, the author de-
tailed the expansion of tobacco and 
indicated that it could play a more 
important role in foreign trade. 
The publication of Storozhev (1890) 
outlined the origins of Malorossian 
(now Ukraine, the Sumy region) to-
bacco-growing within the frontiers 
of the Russian Empire, whereas 
Tverdokhlebov (1886:178–182) 
addressed his research to the first 
tobacco manufacture of Akhtyrka, 
founded in 1718 and located on 
the Malorossian soil of the Empire. 
Ponomarev (1888:116–127), a 
PhD in Agriculture and Forestry and 
a full member of the Imperial Free 
Economic Society in Russia (Imper-
atorskoie Vol’noie Ekonomicheskoie 
Obschestvo), published an essay 
on the government measures in the 
development of agriculture in Russia 
from the beginning of the state to 
4 Papirosy (plural), papirosa (singular) is a tobacco product of Russian origin, made from yellow 
fermented tobaccos, a specific type of cigarette. Papirosy gained wide popularity in the second 
half of the nineteenth century and remained the most widespread type of tobacco products in 
the Russian Empire and the USSR until the distribution of filter cigarettes in the middle of the 
twentieth century. See BOKAREV, 2009:148.
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the present, including tobacco. In 
the overview, the author highlighted 
questions regarding the distribution 
of land for tobacco cultivation and 
the establishment of a special tobac-
co office in Romny, Malorossia and 
an exemplary tobacco plantation at 
the Bessarabian School of Garden-
ing, etc. Furthermore, the detailed 
data regarding tobacco breeding in 
other regions of the Russian Empire, 
such as Bessarabia, Kubán’ Region, 
and Transcaucasia, were revealed 
by Scherbachev (1889–1894).
Pokrovskiy (1895, 1902), a Rus-
sian statistician, economist, editor, 
and state-employee of the Customs 
Duties Department (Departament Ta-
mozhennykh Sborov) of the Ministry 
of Finance, since 1891 was chair-
man of the Statistical Commission at 
the Imperial Free Economic Society 
(YATSUNSKIY, 1957: 241–243). 
Pokrovskiy directed the edition 
of the statistical yearbooks of the 
nineteenth century, containing in-
formation on Russian foreign trade, 
detailed in monetary and weight 
items, main commodities, including 
tobacco, and principal commerce 
partners.
Milyukov (1892), a historian, politi-
cal figure, and leader of the Consti-
tutional Democratic Party, People’s 
Freedom Party or Partia Kadetov 
(ELKIN, 1945:137–141) authored 
a fundamental publication about 
the Russian economy in the eight-
eenth century and the reforms of 
Peter the Great. Tobacco, in that 
case, was examined through the 
framework of the state monopoly 
and tax implementation on any stra-
tegic commodity, such as rhubarb, 
salt, or wine.
We could affirm that the first histo-
riography of Russian tobacco was 
created by enlightened layers of the 
Russian Imperial society. The Russian 
Empire, involved in a global market, 
was interested in the major export 
of its products, including tobacco, 
and the tobacco studies, regarding 
the monopoly creation, legislation, 
farming regions, tariff policies, etc., 
supporting the export tendency. 
reSearCh oF the SoViet-era aCademiCS, 
From 1922 to 1991
In 1922, in the course of the New 
Economic Policy, Lyubimenko, a 
member of the Commission on the 
Study of the Natural Economic Forc-
es of Russia, an institution adjunct 
to the Russian Academy of Science 
(Komissia po izucheniyu estestven-
nykh proizvoditelnikh sil Rossii, sos-
toyaschaia pri Rossiiskoy Academii 
Nauk) published his masterpiece 
‘The Wealth of Russia. Tobacco’.
In regards to this, it is crucial to out-
line the previous general context to 
Lyubimenko’s book: the October 
Revolution of 1917, flowing into 
the Civil War, and the participa-
tion of the Russian Empire in World 
War I. The Bolshevik’s victory in the 
Civil War determined the econom-
ic development of Russia for nearly 
seven decades, characterised by 
state ownership of the means of 
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production. Moreover, the Bolshe-
vik government signed the Treaty 
of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918. This 
ended Russian involvement in the 
First World War and led to consid-
erable territorial losses on the West-
ern front, including Poland, Belarus, 
Ukraine, and Bessarabia, the most 
economically developed (WHEEL-
ER-BENNETT, 1938), and, in the 
case of the last two, principal re-
gions of tobacco growing. In 1918, 
the Soviet government established 
the State Monopoly on Foreign 
Trade, ensuring national interests in 
the field of foreign commercial re-
lations (POZDNIAKOV, 1969). Dur-
ing the 1920s, after the proclama-
tion of the Soviet Union, comprised 
of Russian, Byelorussian, Ukrainian, 
and Transcaucasian Soviet Repub-
lics, the young Soviet state initiated 
its struggle for international political 
recognition. The state did this by 
concluding many commercial trea-
ties (Korovin, 1928) and leading a 
New Economic Policy within its bor-
ders, aimed at the restoration of the 
national economy after the destruc-
tion of the Civil War.
Consequently, Lyubimenko’s work 
(1922) represented an overview of 
the tobacco industry in the Russian 
Empire as one of the sources of the 
national wealth, as the Soviet gov-
ernment recovered the previously 
lost territories with climate charac-
teristics beneficial to the tobacco 
farming. The publication provides 
regional data on cultivation, pro-
duction, and productivity during the 
pre-revolutionary period, varieties 
of tobacco, number of factories, and 
the key trade countries. The essay 
provided some recommendations 
for the government, namely the res-
toration of the tobacco industry in 
Soviet Russia and its transformation 
from small-scale farming into large-
scale production.
There were no publications regard-
ing tobacco during Soviet industri-
alisation, wartime, and post-war 
period. Proper tobacco research 
was not a priority of Soviet academ-
ics, although the Khrushchev thaw 
brought some liberalisation to So-
viet historical science, and tobacco 
could be found within the context 
of the State’s emergence, the rise of 
the Absolutism, or regional studies. 
Thus, Troitskiy (1966) revealed the 
fiscal policy of the Imperial Govern-
ment and clearly related the crea-
tion of monopolies on several com-
modities, together with tobacco, to 
the upsurge of the Absolute State. 
Nesterenko (1959) and Slyusarskiy 
(1964) dedicated their studies to 
the economic development of Soviet 
Ukraine and its roots within the Rus-
sian Empire, highlighting tobacco 
farming as an important component 
of traditional agriculture. Additional-
ly, Slyusarskiy (1964), using the pri-
mary sources of the Archive of the 
Ancient Documents, paid special at-
tention to the Akhtyrka manufacture, 
the first tobacco factory of the Em-
pire, settled by the Peter the Great 
decree in Malorossia (now Ukraine).
In summary, Soviet scholars spo-
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radically presented tobacco studies 
due to the industrial orientation of 
the Soviet Union on the one hand, 
and the solid presence of Scientif-
ic Communism over the historical 
science on the other. Tobacco was 
examined in the framework of the 
Absolutist State’ rise or the regional 
economic development of the Soviet 
Ukraine.
Contemporary Russian studies, 
from 1991 to nowadays
Contemporary Russian scholarship, 
freed from several restrictions im-
posed by the Communist Party on 
the Soviet historical science, has led 
tobacco research since the 2000s—
the epoch corresponded to retrieval 
after the collapse of the USSR, in 
the following ways: regional stud-
ies, parliamentarian issues, tobac-
co fabrics, prosopography of the 
tobacco manufacturers, and the first 
tobacco organisations. 
Thus, Shapovalov (2002) published 
an essay on the usage of tobacco 
in the Siberia region (seventeenth 
century to the first half of the twen-
tieth century), strongly supported by 
archaeological and ethnographical 
data. Medvedev (2003) presented 
a remarkable study about tobac-
co farming by German settlers5 in 
the region of the Low Volga river. 
‘Sarepta on Volga’—the historical 
title of the German colony—gave 
tobacco manufacture the name 
Sarepta, founded in 1768, and the 
creation of the Sarepta Trade House 
in Saint Petersburg in 1766 (MED-
VEDEV & SINKEVICH, 2012).
The book of Malinin (2006) provid-
ed a significant overview of tobacco 
in Russia, since its first appearance 
to the foundation of tobacco facto-
ries in the nineteenth century. Never-
theless, Malinin’s essay, directed to 
a non-academic audience, lacks the 
archival sources, which represents 
the main drawback of the publica-
tion. 
An article by Seleznev (2007) fo-
cused on the approval of tobacco 
laws in the First State Duma (Lower 
House) during 1905–1906, and 
the position of the Constitutional 
Democratic Party6 supported the 
small farms’ tobacco production in 
detriment of the large-scale produc-
ers. 
The following scholars focused their 
tobacco research in the determinate 
5  On 22 June 1763, the Catherine the Great Manifesto declared the lands from Saratov up and 
down the Volga river free for the German settlers. From 1763 to 1766 near 6,342 families of 
German colonists arrived there and formed a small colony called Sarepta. See: Report of the 
Holy Synod.
6 The Constitutional Democratic Party, headed by Pavel Milyukov, obtained 161 deputy chairs 
over 488 in the First Duma. 
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areas of the Russian Empire: Zaitsev 
(2011) highlighted the emergence 
of tobacco in Crimea in the seven-
teenth and eighteenth century, ar-
guing that its appearance was an 
outcome of the Ottoman smoking 
tradition; Sedov (2012) stressed the 
spread of tobacco in Russia from 
the North and Novgorodian terri-
tories, emphasising its illicit trade 
in the seventeenth century despite 
its prohibition; Sinchina (2016) 
highlighted the development of the 
tobacco industry in the Kubán’ re-
gion in the late nineteenth century. 
Prokhorov (2018) studied the rise of 
the tobacco industry, its commerce, 
and the settlements of tobacco man-
ufacturers under the control and 
direction of the Crimean Karaites7 
from the mid-nineteenth to the early 
twentieth century. One of them, a 
Karait merchant called Samuil Ba-
gay, settled a tobacco factory ‘Iava’ 
in Moscow in 1856 (PROKHOROV, 
2018: 342–343), in which the So-
viet epoch was nationalised and 
functioned throughout all the Soviet 
periods. Finally, Filimonova (2018) 
studied the background and most 
important decisions of the First To-
bacco Growers Congress, which 
took place in the Kubán’ region in 
June 1910.
Thus, Russian contemporary studies 
of tobacco are represented by in-
dividual researchers, emphasising 
the regional tobacco performance. 
Most works continued the inves-
tigations of the Russian Imperial 
and Soviet academics and possess 
a strong background of primary 
sources, preserved in central and 
local archives. These studies show 
the diversity and potential scale of 
tobacco research in Russia, concen-
trating on the topics of prosopog-
raphy, manufacturing, production, 
and domestic and overseas trade.
Foreign reSearCh
Foreign scholars conducted research 
on Russian tobacco without any ide-
ological constraints. The first inves-
tigations of Russian tobacco took 
place in the first half of the twentieth 
century. Frederiksen (1943) studied 
the introduction of tobacco under 
Peter the Great’s rule, providing de-
tailed information on the tobacco 
Treaty between the Marquis of Car-
marthen and the Czar of Muscovy, 
signed in 1699. However, it was 
Price (1961), who provided a fun-
damental study of the British tobacco 
trade and its expansion into the Rus-
sian market from the seventeenth to 
the early eighteenth century.
7 Karaites, or Karaimy in Russian, Ukrainian, Polish, and Lithuanian, a Turkic-speaking group, 
who adapted Karaites Judaism. This ethnic group is currently spread over the territory of Cen-
tral-Eastern Europe or within the boundaries of the former Russian Empire. See SCHEGOLEVA, 
2011.
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The collective monograph, directed 
by Romaniello and Starks (2009), ex-
amined different aspects of tobacco 
in Muscovy, the Soviet Union, and 
modern Russia. The book contains 
16 chapters, mostly written by Eng-
lish-speaking authors. The edition 
embraces topics such the following: 
tobacco policies in seventeenth-cen-
tury Russia, trade in Siberia, adver-
tising of tobacco production accord-
ing to social class and gender in Im-
perial Russia, transformation of the 
tobacco industry at the beginning 
of the Communist era, anti-smoking 
posters of the Soviet state, tobacco 
relations with Bulgaria, interview 
with the former Director of ‘Iava’ 
manufactory Leonid Sinel’nikov, the 
transition to the capitalist economy, 
accompanied by the transnational 
tobacco companies occupation of 
the national deregulated market, 
and the impact of tobacco on the 
health of the modern Russian pop-
ulation. The monograph represents 
an outstanding ‘centralised study’ 
of tobacco in Imperial Russia, tran-
sition to the Communist era, and 
the modern Russian Federation, cov-
ering different aspects, and catalyses 
further international research of Russian 
tobacco. 
Komlikova (2015, 2017) and Pasit-
ska (2017) devoted their studies to 
tobacco during the Russian Imperial 
period in the context of the national 
Ukrainian tobacco industry develop-
ment, paying special attention to the 
Akhtyrka plant and the Sumshchy-
na (the Sumy region of present-day 
Ukraine). Zhemukhov (2018) de-
scribed the integration of Circassian 
tobacco (Caucasus region) into the 
global market of the Russian Empire. 
The quality of Circassian tobacco 
permitted competition with Virginian 
and its characteristics allowed it to 
become a specific currency among 
the Siberian and North American in-
digenous. Finally, Yányshev-Néstero-
va (2018, 2019) traced the institu-
tional development of tobacco legis-
lation in the Russian Empire (seven-
teenth to late nineteenth centuries) 
and provided explanations on the 
tobacco monopoly cancellation and 
the Akhtyrka tobacco manufacture 
dissolution as a result of the introduc-
tion of a capitation tax.
Accordingly, foreign research, which 
embraces collective scholarly work, 
the knowledge of Russian or Ukraini-
an, leveraged by the strong financial 
support and applied to the Russian 
archives, produces outstanding out-
comes. Here the tobacco studies are 
embedded in the international mod-
ern history period, economics, gen-
der, and social history. 
ConCLuSion and FinaL reFLeCtion
The following conclusions are made 
based on this paper. Firstly, tobacco 
studies of the Russian Empire peri-
od are scarce, with approximately 
50 publications, accepting the rich 
provincial diversity of the Russian 
Empire, its territorial expansion, 
and the economic development. In 
the words of Romaniello (2009), 
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‘…we realized how little had been 
written on the subject’. The interna-
tionalisation of research of the twen-
ty-first century has allowed tobacco 
research to flourish, as scholars do 
not face any ideological limitations, 
may receive financial support, take 
an advantage of digitalised data, 
and benefit from availability of ar-
chival sources.
Secondly, the overview of publica-
tions enables them to formulate that 
the pre-revolutionary works reflect-
ed a general condition of the tobac-
co industry, fiscal policies, legisla-
tion, and production regions. The 
second millennium’s publications 
focus the geographical studies of to-
bacco: North (Novgorod, Arkhan-
gelsk), West (current Ukraine), East 
(Siberia, China), South (Crimea, 
Caucasus, Kubán’) and central 
parts of the Empire (the Volga river 
region). Regional tobacco research 
involves utilisation of primary sourc-
es from local archives, contributing 
in a qualitative manner to the mac-
ro quantitative tobacco studies, pro-
vided by the Ministry of Commerce 
and the Ministry of Finance. Cur-
rent tobacco studies embrace the 
foundation of tobacco fabrics, the 
prosopography of Russian tobacco 
merchants and manufacturers, and 
fitting of the Russian tobacco stud-
ies into the global discussion over 
tobacco with respect to the ‘branch-
es’ of history: economic, cultural, 
social, and gender.
Thirdly, taking into consideration 
the long history of Russian smoking, 
further research is required regard-
ing the topics of global trade via 
the systematisation of data, fiscal 
policies, regional production, man-
ufacturing, employed workforce, 
prosopography, transition to the 
Communist era, etc. Jointly with 
the Complete Collection of Laws 
of the Russian Empire, the primary 
sources regarding tobacco topics 
are found in the Federal Archives of 
Russia,8 located in Moscow, Saint 
Petersburg, Samara, Simferopol 
and Vladivostok, abundant local 
archives, and/or in the Archives 
of neighbouring countries, such 
as Ukraine,9 with offices in Kyiv, 
Mykolaiv, Kherson, Dnipropetro-
vs’k, Zaporishian region or Odes-
sa, as most of present-day Ukraine 
entered into the Russian Empire. The 
Kingdom of Poland (1815–1917) 
and the Grand Duchy of Finland 
(1809–1917) also formed part of 
the Russian Empire and provide 
potential topics for Russian tobac-
co research. Finally, tobacco in the 
Russian Empire should be examined 
not only as a part of tobacco Euro-
peanisation but also in the context 
of the strong influence of neighbour-
ing China and the mix of cultures in 
Siberian Russia.
8 PORTAL OF ARCHIVES OF RUSSIA. FEDERAL ARCHIVES AGENCY/Original in Russian: 
ПОРТАЛ АРХИВЫ РОССИИ. ФЕДЕРАЛЬНОЕ АРХИВНОЕ АГЕНСТВО.
9 ARCHIVES OF UKRAINE/Original in Ukrainian: ОФІЦІЙНИЙ ВЕБ-ПОРТАЛ ДЕРЖАВНОЇ 
АРХІВНОЇ СЛУЖБИ УКРАЇНИ.
irina yányShev-néSterova
A historiographical overview of tobacco during the Russian Empire
238
bibLiography
ARCHIVES OF UKRAINE/Original 
in Ukrainian: офіційний веб-портал 
державної архівної служби україни 
[https://archives.gov.ua/,accessed 
on 30 January 2020].
BOKAREV, Iuriy P. (2009), “Tobacco 
Production in Russia. The Transition 
to Communism”, in ROMANIELLO, 
Mattew & STARKS, Tricia (eds.), To-
bacco in Russian History and Cul-
ture. From the Seventeenth Century 
to the Present, pp. 148-157.
CHULKOV, Mikhail Dmitrievich 
(1786), Historical description of the 
Russian commerce at all the ports 
and frontiers from the ancient times 
to the present; of all the laws of the 
Sovereign Emperor Peter the Great 
and currently reigning empress 
Catherine the Great. T. VI, book IV. 
Typography of Novikov, Moscow / 
Original in Russian: Историческое 
описание российской коммерции 
при всех портах и границах от древ-
них времен до ныне настоящаго, и 
всех преимущественных узаконений 
по оной государя императора Петра 
Великого и ныне благополучно цар-
ствующая государыни императрицы 
Екатерины Великия.
CHULKOV, Mikhail Dmitrievich 
(1855), The History of the legisla-
tion of the tobacco industry in Russia 
till the Catherine the II, Typography 
of Ivan Dubrovin, Kazan’ / Orig-
inal: История законодательства о 
табачной промышленности в России 
до Екатерины II.
COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 
LAWS OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE/





cessed on 20 January 2020].
ELKIN, Boris I. (1945), “Paul Mily-
ukov (1859-1943)”, The Slavonic 
and Eastern European Review, vol. 
23/62, pp. 137-141. 
FILIMONOVA, Tatiana Vladimirov-
na (2018), “Studying history: first 
congress of tobacco growers of the 
Kubán’ region of 1910”“Изучая 
историю: первый съезд табаководов 
кубанской области 1910 года”, Nau-
ka, tekhnika i obrazovaniye, vol. 
6/47, pp.115-118. [Original in 
Russian]  
FREE ECONOMIC SOCIETY OF 
RUSSIA [http://veorus.ru/veo-to-
day/?lang=en, accessed on 20 
January 2020].
FREDERIKSEN, Oliver J.   (1943), 
“Virginia Tobacco in Russia under 
Peter the Great”, Slavonic and East 
European Review. American Series, 
vol. 2/1, pp. 40-56.  
GILMORE, Anna (2009) “The Ad-
vent of the Transnational Tobacco 
Companies”, in ROMANIELLO & 
STARKS (eds.) Tobacco in Russian 
History and Culture, pp. 244-266.
GOODMAN, Jordan (1993), To-
bacco in History. The culture of 
dependence, Routledge, London / 
New York.
GRUMM-GRZHIMAYLO, Grigor-
iy E. (2014), On the steps of the 
´Throne of God´, Eksmo, Moscow/
http://dx.doi.org/10.6035/Millars.2020.49. 10 - ISSN: 1132-9823 - vol. XLIX 2020/2 - pp. 227-243
239
Original in Russian: По ступеням 
«Божьего трона».
GRUMM-GRZHIMAYLO, Grigoriy E. 
(1863), “Tobacco industry”, in De-
partment of Manufacturing and Do-
mestic Trade, Overview of the var-
ious branches of the manufacturing 
industry in Russia. t.2, Typography 
of the Foreign Trade, Saint-Peters-
burg, pp.213-360 /Original in Rus-
sian:  «Табачная промышленность» 
в Департамент Мануфактур и 
Внутренней Торговли, Обзор 
различных отраслей мануфактурной 
промышленности России.
HAMILTON, Alexander (1791), “Re-
port on the Subject of Manufactures”, 




KOMLIKOVA, Galina I.  (2015), 
“History of the first industrial en-
terprise of Sumi – Ochtirsk tyutyun 
manufacture”/Original in Ukrani-
an: «Історія першого промислового 
підприємства сумщини- охтирської 
тютюнової мануфактури».
KOMLIKOVA, Galina I.  (2017), 
“Historical Aspects of the Devel-
opment of the Tobacco Industry 
in Sumy Region”, Istorychni studi-
yi suspilʹnoho prohresu, vol. 5, 
pp.131-137/ Original in Ukrani-
an: «Історичні аспекти розвитку 
тютюнницької галузі на Сумщині». 
KOROVIN, Eugene A. (1928), “So-
viet Treaties and International Law”, 
The American Journal of Internation-
al Law, vol.22/4, pp. 753-763. 
LENIN, Vladimir (1899), The De-
velopment of Capitalism in Russia, 
Edition of Leifert, Saint Petersburg/
Original in Russian: Развитие 
капитализма в России.
LYUBIMENKO, Vladimir N. (1922), 
The Wealth of Russia. Tobacco, 
Edition of Sabashnikov, Petrograd/
Original in Russian: Богатство 
России. Табак.  
MALININ, Andrey V. (2006), Tobac-
co History of Russia, Russian tobac-
co, Moscow /Original: Табачная 
история России.
MEDVEDEV, Viktor Nikolaevich 
(2003), “Tobacco farming in the Ger-
man colonies of the Lower Volga XVI-
II - XX centuries”, in VASHKAU, N.E. 
(ed.) Historical and Ethnocultural 
Development of the Lower Volga Re-
gion: Collection of Scientific Articles 
Based on the Materials of the 2002 
Scientific Conference, Volgograd, 
pp. 125-136 / Original in Russian: « 
Табаководство в немецких колониях 
Нижнего Поволжья XVIII - XX вв.», в 
ВАШКАУ, Н.Э. (Ред.), Историческое 
и этнокультурное развитие Нижнего 
Поволжья: сборник научных статей 
по материалам научной конференции 
2002 г.
MEDVEDEV, Viktor Nikolaevich 
& SINKEVICH, Galina Ivanovna 
(2012), “Sarepta Trade House in 
Saint Petersburg, 1766-1891”, in 
TYUMENTSEV, I.O. (ed.), Sarepta. 
Historical and Ethnographic Bulletin. 
Issue 5, Volgograd, pp.531-541/
Original in Russian: «Сарептский 
дом в Санкт-Петербурге (1766-1891 
гг.)». 
irina yányShev-néSterova
A historiographical overview of tobacco during the Russian Empire
240
MILYUKOV, Pavel Nikolaevich 
(1892), State economy in the first 
quarter of the XVIII-th century and 
the reform of Peter the Great, Edi-
tion of V.S. Balashev, Saint Pe-
tersburg /Original in Russian: 
Государственное хозяйство России 
в первой четверти XVIII столетия 
и реформа Петра Великого.   
MONAHAN, Erika (2009), “Regu-
lating Virtue and Vice. Controlling 
Commodities in early Modern Si-
beria”, in ROMANIELLO & STARKS 
(eds.), Tobacco in Russian History 
and Culture, pp. 61-82.
NESTERENKO, O.O. (1959), 
The development of industry in 
Ukraine. Part 1. Manufacturing 
period, Ukrainian Academy of 
Science, Kiev/Original in Ukrain-
ian: Розвиток промисловості на 
Україні. Часть 1. Мануфактурний 
період.
PASITSKA, Oksana (2017), “The to-
bacco monopoly: the world and do-
mestic experience”, Eureka: Social 
and Humanities, vol. 1, pp.31-35.  
POKROVSKIY, Vasiliy Ivanovich 
(1895), A brief outline of Russia’s 
foreign trade and customs revenues 
for 1856-1893, Typography of Kir-
shbaum, Saint Petersburg/Original 
in Russian: Краткий очерк внешней 
торговли и таможенных доходов 
России за 1856-1893 гг.
POKROVSKIY, Vasiliy Ivanovich 
(1902), Collection of information 
on the history and statistics of for-
eign trade of Russia, Edition of the 
Department of Customs Duties, Ty-
pography of Frolova, Saint Peters-
burg /Original in Russian: Сборник 
сведений по истории и статистике 
внешней торговле России.
PONOMAREV, Nikolay Viktor-
ovich (1888), Historical overview 
of government measures to the de-
velopment of agriculture in Russia 
from the beginning of the state to 
the present, Kirschbaum Printing 
House, St. Petersburg/Original 
in Russian: Исторический обзор 
правительственных мероприятий 
к развитию сельского хозяйства в 
России от начала государства до 
настоящего времени, Типография 
Киршбаума, Санкт-Петербург.
PORTAL OF ARCHIVES OF RUSSIA. 
FEDERAL ARCHIVES AGENCY/ 
Original in Russian: ПОРТАЛ АР-
ХИВЫ РОССИИ. ФЕДЕРАЛЬНОЕ 
АРХИВНОЕ АГЕНТСТВО [http://
www.rusarchives.ru/federal/list, 
accessed on 30 January 2020].
POZDNIAKOV, Vladimir Sergeevich 
(1969), State monopoly on Foreign 
Trade of the USSR, Mezhdunarod-
nye Otnosheniya, Moscow/Orig-
inal in Russian: Государственная 
монополия внешней торговли в 
СССР. 
PROKHOROV, Dmitriy Anatolievich 
(2018), “Crimean Karaims and the 
development of the tobacco industry 
in the Russian Empire from the mid-
dle of the XIXth to the early XXth cen-
tury”, in MAIASK. Arkheologiya, 
istoriya, numizmatika, sfragistika i 
epigrafika, vol.10, pp. 334-370/
Original in Russian:  “Крымские 
http://dx.doi.org/10.6035/Millars.2020.49. 10 - ISSN: 1132-9823 - vol. XLIX 2020/2 - pp. 227-243
241
караимы и развитие табачной про-
мышленности в российской импе-
рии в конце XIX — начале XX века”. 
PRICE, Jacob (1961), “The Tobac-
co Adventure to Russia: Enterprise, 
Politics, and Diplomacy in the Quest 
for a Northern Market for English 
Colonial Tobacco, 1676-1722”, 
Transactions of the American Phil-
osophical Society, New Series, 
vol.51, no.1, pp. 26-27.
RAGOZIN, Evgeniy Ivanovich 
(1871), The history of tobacco 
and its tax system, Saint Peters-
burg /Original in Russian: История 
табака и системы налога на него.  
RASKIN, David Iosifovich (2001), 
Higher and central state institutions 
of Russia. 1801-1917. T. 2: Cen-
tral government agencies. Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. Ministry of Jus-
tice. Ministry of Finance. Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry. State 
control, Nauka, Saint Petersburg/
Original in Russian:  Высшие и цен-
тральные государственные учреж-
дения России. 1801—1917. Т. 2: Цен-
тральные государственные учреж-
дения. Министерство внутренних 
дел. Министер ство юстиции. Ми-
нистерство финансов. Министер-
ство торговли и промышленности. 
Государственный контроль. 
REPORT of the Holy Synod on allow-
ing the Hernguther brothers to settle 
in Russia. 22nd December 1763 
(1878), Russkaia Starina, T.XXIII, 
vol.12, pp. 712-713/Original in 
Russian: ДОКЛАД Святейшего 
Синода о дозволении братьям-
гернгутерам селиться в России. 22 
декабря 1763.
RITCHIE, Hannah & ROSER, Max
(2020), Smoking 
[ht tps://ourworldindata.org/
smoking, accessed on 14 January 
2020].
ROMANIELLO, Matthew & STARKS, 
Tricia  (eds.) (2009), Tobacco in 
Russian History and Culture. From 
the Seventeenth Century to the Pres-
ent, Routledge, New York. 
SCHEGOLEVA, Tatiana (2011), 
“Karaites of Crimea: History and 
Present-Day Situation in Commu-
nity”, Jews of Eurasia [http://vid-
eo-en.jewseurasia.org/page34/
news24063.html, accessed on 20 
January 2020].
SEDOV, Vladimir Pavlovich (2012), 
“Illicit tobacco trade in the Novgo-
rodian borderland in the second 
half of the XVIIth century”, Trudy 
Karel’skogo Nauchnogo Tsentra 
Rossiyskoy Akademii Nauk, vol. 
4, pp. 85-92/Original in Russian: 
«Контрабандная торговля табаком в 
порубежных территориях новгород-
ской земли во второй половине XVII 
века».
SLUSARSKY, Anton Grigorievich 
(1964), Social and economic de-
velopment of Sloboda region in 
XVII-XVIII centuries, Kharkov book 
publishing house, Kharkov/Orig-
inal in Russian: Социально-эконо-
мическое развитие Слобожанщины 
XVII-XVIII вв.
STOROZHEV, V. N. (1890), “The 
Antiquity of Malorossiya’s Tobacco”, 
irina yányShev-néSterova
A historiographical overview of tobacco during the Russian Empire
242
Kievskaya starina: ezhemesiachniy 
ekonomicheskiy zhurnal, t. XXIX, 
June, pp. 549-551/Original in Rus-
sian: «Древность малороссийского 
табаководства».  
SCHERBACHEV, Vladimir Ser-
geevich (1889-1894), Review of to-
bacco production in Russia, vol. 1-3, 
Typography of Demakov, Sankt-Pe-
terburg/Original in Russian:  Обзор 
табаководства в России.
SELEZNEV, Fedor Alexandrovich 
(2007), “Constitutional democrats 
and discussion of tobacco projects in 
the State Duma (1906-1909)”, His-
tory. Bulletin of the Nizhny Novgo-
rod University of Lobachevsky, 
vol.1, pp.212-216/Original in Rus-
sian: «Конституционные демократы 
и обсуждение «табачных» законо-
проектов в Государственной Думе 
(1905-1906 rr.)».  
SHAPOVALOV, Andrey  Vladimirovich 
(2002), Essays in the history and 
culture of the tobacco usage in 
Siberia in XVII-first half of the XX 
century, Progress-Service, Novosi-
birsk/Original in Russian:  Очерки 
истории и культуры потребления 
табака в Сибири: XVII -первая 
половина XIX в.
SHIROKOVA, Tamara Konstan-
tinovna & SKULSKAYA, Liudmila 
Vladimirovna (2016), “Features of 
the development of the tobacco in-
dustry”, Ekonomika i biznes: teori-
ya i praktika, vol. 6, pp. 104-113/
Original in Russian: «Особенности 
развития отечественной табачной 
промышленности».  
SINCHINA, Evgenia Vladimirovna 
(2016), “Kubán’ tobacco industry in 
the second half of the nineteenth-ear-
ly twentieth century”, in Obshchest-
vo: filosofiya, istoriya, kul’tura, vol. 
3, pp. 1-4/Original in Russian: 
«Кубанская промышленность во 
второй половине XIX – начале XX 
века».  
TROITSKIY, Sergey Martinovich 
(1966), The financial policy of 
the Russian Absolutism in the XVI-
II-th century, Izdatelstvo Nauka, 
Moscow/Original: Финансовая 
политика руcского абсолютизма в 
XVIII в.
TVERDOKHLEBOV, Aleksandr Dmi-
trievich (1886), “The fate of the 
tobacco factory, established un-
der Peter the Great in Akhtyrka”, 
Kievskaya starina: ezhemesiach-
niy istoricheskiy zhurnal, T.XVI, 
September, pp.178-182/Origi-
nal in Russian: «Судьба табачной 
фабрики, заведенной при Петре І-м 
в Ахтырке».  
VALETOV, Timur Yakubovich 
(2017), “The structure of exports 
of the Russian Empire by the an-
nual foreign trade 1802-1915”, 
The Journal of Education and Sci-
ence “ISTORIYA” (“History”), Issue 
7 (61), T.8/Original in Russian: 
«Структура экспорта Российской 
Империи по ежегодникам внешней 
торговли 1802-1915».
WHEELER-BENNETT, John (1938), 
Brest-Litovsk, the Forgotten Peace, 
March, 1918. Macmillan, London 
[ht tps://archive.org/detai ls/
http://dx.doi.org/10.6035/Millars.2020.49. 10 - ISSN: 1132-9823 - vol. XLIX 2020/2 - pp. 227-243
243
in.ernet.dli.2015.167987/page/
n5,  accessed on 20 January 2020].
YÁNYSHEV-NÉSTEROVA,Ir ina 
(2019), “The background of the 
Russian tobacco industry: Akhtyr-
ka, 1718-1766”, in LUXÁN, San-
tiago de, FIGUEIROA-REGO, João 
& SANZ ROZALÉN, Vicent (eds.), 
Grandes vicios, grandes ingresos. 
El monopolio de tabaco en los im-
perios ibéricos (ss. XVIII-XX), Centro 
de Estudios Políticos y Constitucio-
nales, Madrid, pp.67-95.
YÁNYSHEV-NÉSTEROVA,Ir ina 
(2018), “Institutional development of 
the tobacco legislation in Russia in 
the early 17th- late 19th century”, in 
LUXÁN, Santiago de & FIGUEIROA-
REGO, João (eds.) El tabaco y 
la esclavitud en la rearticulación 
imperial ibérica (ss. XV-XX), 
CIDEHUS / Universidade de Évora, 
Évora.
YATSUNSKIY, Viktor (1957), 
“Vasiliy Ivanovich Pokrovskiy”, in 
BARANSKIY, N. N., NIKITINA, N.P. 
& SAUSHKINA, Y.G. (eds.). Na-
tional economists and geographers 
of the XIXth – XXth centuries, Uchped-
giz, Moscow/Original in Russian: 
“Василий Иванович Покровский”.
ZAITSEV, Ilia Vladimirovich (2011), 
“Tobacco and smoking in Crimea 
(XVII-XVIII cc.)”, Istoriya i sovremen-
nost’, vol. 2, pp. 13-33/Original in 
Russian: “Табак и курение в Крыму 
(XVII—XVIII BB.)”.  
ZARUBOVA ROSS, Hana, SHARIFF, 
Samina & GILMORE, Anna (2008), 
Economics of Tobacco Taxation in 
Russia, International Union Against 
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, Paris.
ZHEMUKHOV, Sufian (2018), “The 
Story of Circassian Tobacco”, Jour-
nal of Caucasian Studies, vol. 3/6, 
pp. 253-290.
irina yányShev-néSterova
A historiographical overview of tobacco during the Russian Empire
